A CLASSIFICATION SCHEME

The following table represents a way of classifying substances according to certain properties of matter.  In the left column are several characteristics.  Read across the table and determine if each type of matter given in the column head possesses that characteristic.  Place a check mark in the appropriate box if it does.

Characteristic


  Mixture
  Solution
     Element
   Compound

Does not settle out on 

standing

Contains only fixed 

amounts of components

Components do not lose 

their own properties

Can separate when 

allowed to stand

Looks the same 

throughout

The simplest pure 

substance

Amounts of different 

components may vary

Parts are chemically 

combined

Synthesis Activity:


Using your knowledge of the four types of matter, make a list of everyday items/objects from home that is an example of an element, compound, solution, and mixture.  Be sure to list three of each type and do this on a separate piece of paper.  Be sure to come up with examples that are different from those given in your notes or the book. 
